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Recently, we have identified B and T lymphocyte attenuator (BTLA) as a novel inhibitory coreceptor
expressed on lymphocytes. In this study, we found that the lack of BTLA exaggerates the systemic
autoimmunity in lupus-prone MRL-Ipr/Ipr mice. In addition, we found that BTLA is also expressed on
dendritic cells and serves inhibitory functions in dendritic cells. These results demonstrate that BTLA

plays a protective role in autoimmune diseases and also suggest potential therapeutic applications of
BTLA.
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