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FFER R OEE (330) : Expensive tea and luxury tea equipage, brought to England by the East
Indian Company first in the late seventeenth century, became the passion for the rich who tried to
mark their polite status by a set of material attributes. Literary texts, however, present women as
more likely to be seduced by such luxury. The male imagination associates the female appetite for
things with that for sex. Through the misogynic discourse “tea” becomes a fit metaphor for the
female voracity.
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