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IR R OBEE (3530) : To verify reliability of the method as a tool for studying ecosystems
in the past, compound-specific nitrogen isotopic ratios of amino acids (515Naa) were
measured for various types of samples. We have determined &15Naa values for
chemical-fixed specimens, shell and soft tissue organics of snails and bivalves, and
long-stored biological specimens from Lake Biwa and Lake Baikal. These results strongly
suggested that the 15Naa method was an effective and a useful tool for reconstructing the
past ecosystems.
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