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WIS R OB (33) : The present study was conducted to develop a new animal model
that closely reflects itch in atopic dermatitis. When hairless mice were fed a special diet
deficient in unsaturated fatty acids, dry skin accompanied by reduced function of skin
barrier was systemically induced. When mite extract-containing ointment was repeatedly
applied to the dry skin, skin inflammation with concomitant marked scratching behavior
was observed. This model could be useful for elucidating the mechanisms underlying itch in
atopic dermatitis and developing novel therapeutics.
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