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We tried to clarify the role of Notch signaling in the differentiation of human mast cells.
Hematopoietic stem cells and progenitors, purified from human cord blood cells, were
stimulated by plate-coated Notch ligands, or retroviral transduction of Hes-1. Notch
—ligand stimulation did not induce mast cell differentiation. We succeeded in retroviral
transduction of Notch signaling molecules, but the effect on differentiation of mast
cells were still under the observation.
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