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Histamine- and serotonin-induced reactions such as itch in skin lesions of patients with
atopic dermatitis, which are more intense than healthy skin, were dramatically improved
by a 3-day treatment with steroid and tacrolimus ointments. Investigation of receptor
expression revealed that receptor production was not likely to be influenced by treatment.
This suggests that other factors such as the function of receptors rather than the number of
receptors play a determinant role in itch sensitization of atopic dermatitis. This study has
successfully demonstrated one of mechanisms for itch sensitization in atopic dermatitis
that have not been investigated before.
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Topical anti-inflammatory therapies
inhibit neural sensitization in patients
with atopic dermatitis
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