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We found out that moesin, a member of the ERM family of cytoskeletal linker proteins,
was specifically localized in the distal lung epithelium using immunohistochemical
analysis. Although we also found that interstitial cells, including interstitial
fibroblasts and infiltrating inflammatory cells expressed moesin protein in the lung of
mice treated with bleomycin, we failed to figure out the physiological function of moesin
protein. On the other hand, in this experimental and clinical study of ALI/ARDS, we found
that the activity of NEP, reported to interact with moesin, was significantly decreased
in plasma and increased in the alveolar air space.
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