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Thirty 3-week-old male SD rats were assigned into 3 groups of 10 for the 4-week study.
Difference between groups was statistically analyzed by Fisher's PLSD. P value less than
0.05 was considered significant. Plasma EPO concentration of zinc-deficient group was
significantly decreased compared with control group, and pair-fed group was marginally
decreased compared with control group (P=0.056). Kidney cortex EPO concentration was
decreased in zinc-deficient group compared with pair-fed group. Kidney cortex EPO
concentration in pair-fed group was higher than that of control group but the difference
was not significant. No significant difference was observed in kidney medulla EPO
concentration.
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