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Genetic analyses of the roles of neuropeptides expressed in the center of mouse maternal
behaviors.
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Oxytocin and vasopressin are considered the neuropeptides which have important roles in
regulating mammalian social behaviors, such as maternal behavior. To obtain insight about
their function, we created quadruple knockout mice of these genes, and these mice
expressed normal maternal behavior. The result of this study suggested that these
neuropeptides have different effects on maternal behavior among species and among
behavioral contexts, and that they have rather a limited role in the C57BL/6 mouse
maternal behavior.
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