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identification of autoantigens of autoimmune pancreatitis
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We were the first in the world to discover that the causative autoantigen in
autoimmune pancreatitis (AIP), a pancreatic lesion of IgG4-related disease, is laminin 511 (Sci
Transl Med. 2018;10:453). However, laminin 511 autoantibodies are only positive in about half of
autoimmune pancreatitis patients, and the identification of the remaining autoantibodies remains a
challenge. In this study, autoantibodies against integrin a 6@ 1, a protein that binds to laminin,
were positive in about 20% of laminin 511 autoantibody-negative cases, and other studies have

revealed that they are true autoantigens. ldentification of the remaining 30% of autoantibodies
remains a future challenge.
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