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The outcome of this research project was published as "The Vanishing

Legislator: politics and history in the French Enlightenment” (March 2023). This book shows that in
Montesquieu, Rousseau and Diderot, law is a privileged circuit through which the political community
recursively works on itself for the sake of self-preservation, and thatthe legislator is then
positioned as a disappearing mediator within this movement of political autonomy. However, whereas
Montesquieu and Diderot positioned the legislator within the de facto historical process, Rousseau,
by positioning the legislator as an entity on the right to obtain the people"s consent to
legislation, instead fulfilled the theoretical fallacy of regarding the people who are subject to

the law as sovereign.
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