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Evolutionary theory could have been dubbed "the theory of chan?e" simply
for its own sake, but by adopting the name "evolutionary theory," it assumed a politica
connotation. An extreme manifestation of this is seen in the theory of social evolution, and the
theory of degeneracy emerging as a reaction to it. On the contrary, the theory of evolution became
intertwined with the economy, particularly through capitalism, where novelty was often equated with
goodness with minimal prerequisites. Within the capitalist framework, the imperative was to
transport "as many things as possible, as far as possible, and as fast as possible."The archetypal
protagonist for a novel is the mobile "narrative protagonist,” yet in works of Soseki literature,
for instance, numerous "novel protagonists"” remain static. The protagonist in Soseki®s literature is
characterized by a fear of speed. Sensitivity to speed can be interpreted as a representation of
both evolutionary and degenerative theories.
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