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Formation of the Modern Japan and the Survey of "Old Customs™: A Research Based
on the Surveys of Okinawa and Taiwan by TASHIRO Yasusada
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This study has developed a foundation for the research about TASHIRO
Yasusada by continuing to transcribe "Okinawa-related materials™ from among his surveys on "old
customs", and by collecting TASHIRO-related materials scattered in Japan and abroad and discovering
new historical facts and documents. In addition to examining primary materials related to TASHIRO"s
survey of "old Customs" in the Yaeyama Islands, we compared the results of his study with the
current state of those settlements today, and we were able to confirm the accuracy of his findings
and propositions. This study reveals several cases in which TASHIRO"s research and recommendations
on "old customs" in Yaeyama and Taiwan were reflected in the administrative policy by Japanese
government officials. Based on the findings from TASHIRO"s research materials on Okinawa and Taiwan,
we were able to advance our research on "old custom™ surveys and their relationship to the
formation of the modern Japanese state.
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