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Status of Fukuyama Giso in the formative period of the modern law system
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This study investigated why famine-relief funds from the Edo era contributed
to local society in the Meiji era. The most important reason was modern law. This study focuses on
Fukuyama Gisosha. Although it had vast land, the ownership was unclear. The financing business was
excess loan and had to depend on income from the land to keep it running. Thus, a special account
was created to make its charity active. Formerly, it tended to give money to the villages of
executives, and to where its land was. Later, it donated money to all the locals. However, Gisosha
had some legal problems. Gisosha did not have an enough judicial grounds, and so the locals had
insufficient legal protection. Once modern law was legislated, it withdrew from financial
businesses, and became a foundation with a profit division. Thus, modern law remedied the lack of
law and order in Gisosha. Modern law compelled Gisosha to contribute more as an organization for
local society, despite its inadequacies.
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