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A study of activities of iron manufacture engineers and ironware craftsmen and
iron manufacturing technology in the Middle Age
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In this study, | examined the activity actual situation of the iron
manufacture craftsman (in a group) and a technique of the iron production and its historic
background, in the middle Ages in northern Aki. Because of the connection with the Kikkawa Motoharu
site located in the neighborhood, the generation of iron manufacture remains expected it with the
from the end of 15th century to 16th century, but it became clear to date back to 14th century as a
result of measurement in the radiocarbon dating. From this, it was assumed that the reason why
Kikkawa possessed this area in Shijihara-so belonged to Itsukushima Shrine at an early stage was
that they wanted to held the iron production in this area. In addition, the detected iron
manufacture remains of an ancient structure had an example similar to the southeastern part of
Iwami, and it was an important example to clarify the trend of the iron manufacture craftsman.
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