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Differential between south and north area of Main Island of Okinawa

Furuie, Shinpei
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The examination of "Ryukyu-koku yuraiki', such as the composition of

places of worship and the bearers of offerings to rituals, revealed differences between the northern
and central/southern parts of Okinawa Island, reflecting the differences in social structure at
that time. In parallel, a field survey disclosed that the southernmost location of "asagi" was the
former Koza City area. This area demonstrated the northern style of rituals conducted by priests at
"asagi". The southern aspect of the "asagi", where the facilities of the monchu (a patrilineal
kingroup) are located around the "asagi", represented a transitional zone between the northern and
southern folk cultures. In addition, a study of reactions to the Shuri Castle Fire in 2019, based on
newspaper articles and other sources, revealed differences in perception between the northern and
central/southern parts of main island of Okinawa, hinting at an underlying historical
dominant-subordinate relationship.
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