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The distribution of illegal goods, their control and the people in Japan during
the postwar reconstruction period
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This project investigates commodity circulations in black markets, the
crackdown on illicit trading, and the public recognition of the black markets after the Second World
War in Japan. The black market, an illegal entity, was indispensable in supplying various goods
during the late 1940s. However, few previous studies focus on the black market since traders merely
saved their records. Accordingly, this project utilizes the original documents issued by the Kofu
Monopoly Office in 1948, which enforced strict regulations on the tobacco black market, and local
newspapers in Yamanashi Prefecture. These historical documents enable us to examine the distribution
of black-market goods, the government’ s regulations on illegal trade, and the public recognition
of the black market. Finally, we find that the rural communities formed the subsistence circulation
areas of black-market goods after the war.
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