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In this research, I explored the norms and deviations in terms of marriage
(especially the relationship between a wife and concubines) in the period of the Wei, Jin, Southern
and Northern, Sui and Tang dynasties, when Han and non-Han people conflicted and gradually became
integrated. It was a universal rule and phenomenon in pre-modern China that a man in the upper part
of society had concubines as well as a wife in order to certainly have sons who were supposed to
inherit the rites of ancestor worship. In this research, I clarified the following by examining
individual cases, Confucian texts, and legal codes: In the period of the Wei, Jin, Southern and
Northern dynasties, when non-Han dynasties were established for the first time in Chinese history,
and the Sui and Tang dynasties, who were descended from the Northern (Xianbei) dynasties, marriage
practices sometimes included non-Han elements but returned to the doctrines written in Confucian
canon in terms of rites and laws.
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