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Investigation of the host cell feeding mechanisms of Cryptocaryon irritans.
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The fish parasitic ciliate Cryptocaryon irritans is hypothesised to induce
apoptosis in host cells, feeds on them and grows. This phenomenon is considered to be important for
the survival strategy of the parasite, and elucidation of this phenomenon will assist in the
development of control methods. In this study, it was demonstrated that host cells around the
parasite undergo apoptosis and that the parasite feeds on them, providing fundamental knowledge on
the feeding mechanism of the parasite. In addition, whole genome and transcriptome analyses were
attempted to obtain sequence information and knowledge on the expression levels of various genes of
the parasite.
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