2021 2023

A general study of the blocks and the blockprints of the Omuro version of twin
mandalas in Ninna-ji
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The Omuro version of the twin mandalas (Omurohan-ryobu-mandarashu) is a
printed material of the Vajradhatu (Kongokai) and Garubhodbhava (Taizokai) mandalas published at the
beginning of the Meiji era. It consists of more than three hundred blocks for printing depicting
all the deities of the twin mandalas. This study is proceeded in the following four steps: 1)
collecting the image data of the blocks of Omuro version, 2) comparative analysis of the blocks and
the several versions of the blockprints, 3) study of the background of the Omuro version, 4)
discussion of the preservation and the utilization. The very first version was reproduced in 2024
for the purpose of easy access by the researchers. The full report including all the image data of
the blocks, general introduction of the Omuro version, discussion of the production, comparative
studies of the blocks and several versions, will be published in the future.
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