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Empirical study on the ethnography of the senses in Central America and the
Caribbean
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This study challenged the development of an “ethnography of the senses” that
describes D. Howes" sensescapes, focusing on popular culture phenomena in the Central America and

the Caribbean, particularly in the representational arts such as music, dance, painting and
photography. In Guatemala, we analyzed the folk music of the Q"ueq”chi indigenous people in terms of
the performers® physical sensations and the transmission of traditions; in the Garifuna culture of
the Caribbean coast, we clarified pictorial depiction and expressive techniques and their
consumption; and in Puerto Rico, we analyzed the music of reggaeton and salsa in terms of their
intersection with the Afro sensibility and Soneo oral tradition, respectively, and presented the
results in various academic media.
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