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Home delivery is still practiced in Laos, and both maternal and neonatal
mortality rates are high. International organizations no longer distribute clean delivery kits to
pregnant women because of their position of encouraging facility deliveries. The survey revealed
that delivery service providers understood the importance of clean delivery kits and wanted to
distribute them, but pregnant women were less knowledgeable about and interested in clean delivery,
leaving it up to the caregivers. Explanation of clean umbilical cord cutting at antenatal checkup
ANC was inadequate. It was found that it is important to write more specifically in the Maternal and

Child Health Handbook what to prepare, how to prepare, and what to prepare for childbirth, and to
teach this at ANC, and that training for health center staff and village health volunteers is
important.
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