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Although much scholarship has argued that mensural theory and notation
originated in the first half or the middle of the thirteenth century, in this study, I hypothesise
that they had not yet appeared or been systematised in the 1250s or the 1260s -- not only because
one of the largest extant compilations of mensural repertories I-FI Plut. 29.1, arguably edited
between 1245 and 1255, is written in pre-mensural notation, but also because the treatises on early
mensural theory that have survived today are dated to no earlier than circa 1270. Additionally, I
conclude that the earliest form of mensural theory and notation, which is designated as °
pre-Franconian’ , seems to have been practised for only ten years due to the rapid dissemination of
Franco of Cologne’ s novel mensural principles after c. 1280, which had been influential until
mensural music itself began to decline at the end of the sixteenth century.
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