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Since the first phase of the decentralization reform, there have been
ongoing attempts to realize an “ equal and cooperative” relationship between national and local
governments. However, the institutional design to put these attempts into practice has not been
sufficiently constructed in a systematic manner. This study examines the possibility to realize the
participation of local governments into national legislative process by constructing the House of
Councillors (the Second Chamber) as a house of "regional representation,” in light of the entire
institutional system under Japanese Constitution. Some of more fundamental issues, such as what
kind of roles "representatives"” at national and regional levels should play, are also taken into
consideration.
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