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Most growth factors are initially synthesized as precursors and subsequently processed
into their mature form and its pro—peptide by proteolytic cleavage in the secretory
pathway and extracellular spaces. Compared to that of the mature form, the biological
role of the pro—peptide is not well understood. In the present study, we found a new role
of the BDNF pro—peptide in the central nervous system.
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