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This study aims at conceptualizing shame as represented in modern American literat
ure written between 1860 and 1950. Particularly in Japanese scholarly circumstances, since the publication
of _The Chrysanthemum and Sword_ (1946) by anthropologist Ruth Benedict, we seem to have lost reasonable
grounds for positively contemplating shame as a property of American culture. Once carefully investigated,
however, American literature is full of representations of shame. This project aims at authenticating a f
ramework of shame as a quintessential American experience. The most crucial element that engenders the pow
erful affect is the recognition of historically shifted racial relationship in the U.S. By a close investi
gation of literary, historical and theoretical sources, | have explored a solid and fertile layer of Ameri
can culture, in which literary authors have attempted to develop representations of shame as resources for

an ethical and political mode of self-presentation.
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Olaudah Equiano, Frederick Douglass,
Harriet Jacobs, W.E.B. DuBois, Harriet
Wilson, Pauline Hopkins, William Weldon
Johnson, Charles Chesnutt, Nella Larsen,
Jean Toomer, Wallace Thurman, Langston
Hughes, Richard Wright, James Baldwin.
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Mark Twain, William Faulkner, V.F
Calverton, H.L. Mencken, W.J. Cash, John
Crowe Ransom.

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry James,
Stephen Crane, Albion Tourgée, Rufus

Saxton, William Graham Sumner, Aaron
Columbus Burr, Gertrude Stein.
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