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Nitrogen sources for hinoki cypress tree were evaluated by using nitrogen stable isotope
ratio. Hinoki cypress in nitrogen saturated condition at Hachioji had low foliar § '*N
value which is close to § N value in soil nitrate. The result suggests nitrate in soil
is dominant source for hinoki trees. For 14 hinoki cypress forests in different regions
in Japan, 6N value was lower where organic matter mass was larger. These findings
suggest ability of nitrate uptake by hinoki cypress can be evaluated with foliar § "N
value where organic matter accumulation is small.
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