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Recently, there has been a focus on a variety of complementary and alternative medicine
in the field of health care. However, the effect of acupuncture is still unclear. In this study
we investigated the effect of acupuncture and moxibustion on molecular mechanisms of
inflammation. Procedure of acupuncture into normal skin resulted in no effect on local
inflammation. However, our data demonstrated that electro-acupuncture supressed disease
activity and colonic inflammation in DSS-induced colitis through a reduction in propagated
colonic peristalsis mediated by sympathetic over-activity, suggesting the potential of
acupuncture as a relief therapy for inflammatory bowel disease. On the other hand,
moxibustion accelerated muscle regeneration and promoted wound healing through

induction of inflammation.
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