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Effects of introduction of the system of a married couple using separate surnames th
rough revision of the Civil Law

YOSHII, Minako
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Effects of a new system allowing married couples to retain their original surnames
, on families that have chosen this system was investigated. Especially, the relationship between the syst
em and the development of children®s identity was examined through a questionnaire survey, experiments usi
ng children®s preferences for Japanese Kanji characters, and interviews with children aged 18-years or old
er that experienced a change in surnames because of parents® divorce, or re-marriage, among other reasons.
The results indicated that most small children developed an interest in Kanji characters because of their
names. In children that had experienced Changing surnames after parent's divorce, or re-marriage, caused
problems for children, because they had to explain the change to people around them.On the other hand, suc
h children tended to give higher priority to matters related to their real life, show little attachment to
family surnames, and value their actual family relationships.
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