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Victorian fiction has been regarded as an instrument to maintain nineteenth—century
British imperialism. However, in this study, by analyzing texts by Sarah Grand and
Wilkie Collins, I have found out that they actually show an anxiety about the future
of the nation. Specifically, by comparing Grand’ s “Eugenia” with Thomas Hardy s
Jude the Obscure, 1 have demonstrated Hardy’ s challenge to imperialistic discourses
concerning women’ s roles. Moreover, by focusing on Collins’ s The Frozen Deep, 1
have shown that the rationality of the English gentleman is founded on the Otherness
inside the English body.
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