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Changes in glycosylation, most notably fucosylation, have been associated with the
development of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). In this report, the levels of
growth/differentiation facter 5 (GDF5) was analyzed individually with currently used
marker, AFP and PIVKA-II, for the ability to distinguish between a diagnosis of cirrhosis
and HCC. This analysis was done on serum from 50 patients with cirrhosis and 50 serum
samples from patients with cirrhosis plus HCC. The levels of GDF5 was significantly
higher in patients with HCC compared with those with cirrhosis (P<0.01).
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