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This study investigated the mechanisms of Japanese compound word formation
using Distributed Morphology and Minimalist Syntax frameworks. Through analyzing compound verbs,
adjectives, and adjectival nouns, we developed a unified theory considering the interaction between
morphological and syntactic operations. Key findings include: explaining the presence/absence of
sequential voicing (rendaku) and "suru™ insertion requirements through differences in Spell-Out
timing; elucidating the relationship between syntactic and morphological categories; and providing
principle-based explanations for Japanese morphosyntactic properties. These results enabled
comprehensive understanding of compound formation phenomena previously treated separately,
contributing to general linguistic theory. Notably, our new insights into the peculiarities of
Japanese lexical categories provide important clues for understanding linguistic universals and
diversity.



Merge Labeling

Chomsky 2013

Distributed Morphology Minimalist Syntax

Right-hand Head Rule

3 3
1
V-V X-V
Saito (2016)
Anti-labeling Element V-V
V-V
Transitivity Harmony
2
X-A X-A

Nishiyama (1999)
Pred Vocabulary Insertion
Rule



X-V

+V

X-V

V1 Anti-labeling device

X-V
V-V
V-V
Pred
vP  VoiceP
Asp

Voice

V-V
V-V

X-V

Spell-out Domain

V-V

Voice

Travis (2010)

Lowering

AspP

Pred
Nishiyama (1999)

Inner Aspect



i1
Pred 2024
JELS 19-28
DOI
Akimoto, Takayuki 30
On the Domains of Japanese Verbal Compounds: Su-insertion, Sequential Voicing and Compound 2023
Ellipsis
Japanese/Korean Linguistics 353-362
DOI
Akimoto, Takayuki 31
Verb Reduplication in Japanese 2025

Japanese/Korean Linguistics

DOl

Pred

41

2023




Japanese do so in causative-inchoative mismatches

Morphology & Lexicon Forum 2023

2023

Akimoto, Takayuki

Deriving Atransitivity and Agentivity in Japanese V-V Compounds

The Workshop on Theoretical East Asian Linguistics 13

2023

Morphology & Lexicon Forum 2022

2022

Takayuki Akimoto

On the domains of Japanese verbal compounds: su-insertion, sequential voicing and compound ellipsis

The 30th Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference

2023




Koji Shimamura, Takayuki Akimoto

Accusative Case without Agree

The 30th Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference

2023

Takayuki Akimoto

Deriving Atransitivity and Agentivity in Japanese V-V Compounds

TEAL-13: The Workshop on Theoretical East Asian Linguistics

2023

Takayuki Akimoto

Verb Reduplication in Japanese

The 31st Japanese/Korean Linguistics Conference

2024







