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Elucidating the role of VEGF-A in heart failure
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Heart failure is a serious condition that significantly decreases the
quality of life due to reduced cardiac function and can ultimately lead to death. It has been
previously reported that myocardial ischemia and hypoxia play important roles in the pathology of
heart failure. Therefore, the potential of therapies that induce cardiac angiogenesis in heart
diseases has been explored, but the results have been inconsistent. This study aimed to elucidate
the role of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF-A), a cytokine that strongly induces
angiogenesis, in the heart more in detail. The results suggested that the function of VEGF-A may
differ depending on the producing cell types.
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