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The mechanism of complement system activation in women: What sperm does the
uterus select?

Morohoshi, Kazunori
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i _ Mouse uterine fluid has a_spermicidal effect and it has been shown that this
effect is suppressed in complement C3 knockout mice. Therefore, it is suggested that the

spermicidal effect of uterine fluid is mediated by complement and may play a role in sperm
selection. This study showed that complement C3 is activated on the surface of sperm. Furthermore,
it was confirmed that serum has a spermicidal effect, but the same effect was observed even in
inactivated serum, suggesting that the spermicidal effect in serum is not mediated by complement.
These findings suggest that sperm are selected by a unique system in the uterus.
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