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Research, education, and students crossing the real and cyber world
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The purpose of this study is to question the image of the university and the
academia in the age of digital natives, where the real and cyber worlds cross borders.
Results are as follows. Social media (SNS) has had a significant impact; as a result of the
proliferation of SNS, rationality and truthfulness have lost their meaning, and an attention economy
in which various things are valuated in terms of attention has spread. Universities and academia do
not exist on their own, but are also related to global political trends: anti-immigrant political
trends and social divisions are becoming more apparent after 2022, affecting universities and
academia. As a result, critical views of university and academia have become more pronounced. These
changes were unforeseen until a few years ago.
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