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The five-year survival rate for pancreatic cancer is extremely low comﬁared
to other types of cancer such as stomach cancer. This is due to the difficulty in diagnosing the
disease at an early stage. When the disease is diagnosed, it is often in an advanced stage, making
the development of early diagnosis techniques and treatment methods an urgent issue. The origin of
pancreatic cancer has conventionally been thought to be exocrine cells, which are mainly responsible
for the production of digestive enzymes. In this study, we focused on PP cells, one of the
endocrine cells in the pancreatic islets. Using genetically-modified mice, the researchers found
that activation of oncogenes in these cells resulted in the extremely early development of
pancreatic cancer. It is expected that the detailed characteristics of pancreatic cancer that
develops from PP cells will be clarified in the future, leading to the development of therapeutic
methods.
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