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This study investigated whether coculture of different cell types enables
survival and cellular maturation through close communication. By co-culturing macrophages with
cardiomyocytes and cancer cells, we found that macrophages can survive in an environment where
survival is normally not possible, and that their cellular functions are significantly altered. We
found that macrophages become cardiac macrophage-like when co-cultured with cardiomyocytes, and
become a type of macrophage that promotes cancer growth when co-cultured with cancer cells.
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