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A Study of Provincial Warriors and the Literary Arts in Medieval Japan: the
spread and acceptance of Renga and Wakan Renku

Kawasaki, Mion
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I analyze the literature of provincial warriors who were active from the
end of the Middle Ages to the early modern period(16th to 17th century).lIn particular, 1 focus on
the literary and artistic activities of the Uesugi,lords of Echigo(modern Niigata Prefecture).

Specifically, 1 focus on the two materials. First,” Naoe Rhyme Book” ,which seems to have been
referred to by Naoe Kanetsugu,the Uesugi’ s vizier,when he created renga (linked verse poetry
composed by two or more people)and wakan renku(a similar form of collaborative poetry in which
Sintic and Japanese verses alternate in the sequence). With this research assistance,the groundwork

has been laid for content analysis. Second, “ Zhosan Mondo” ,a treatise related to Satomura and was
close friend of Naoe. | have completed the research of all the manuscripts and the collection of
paper burns, and through the analysis of newly discovered letters, | have denied the possibility of
forgery, which had been proposed in the past.
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