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The purpose of this research project, which consists of three distinct
studies, is to examine the causes of, solutions to, and the consequences of affective polarization
among American voters. The first study conducted a survey experiment to show that correcting
stereotypes about partisans® social characteristics and issue positions can ameliorate the degree of

affective polarization. The second study conducted secondary analyses of existing public opinion
survey data to demonstrate the mechanisms by which Democrats and Republicans came to have different
social characteristics (called social sorting). The third study used an original survey experiment
to show the evidence of expressive survey responding, in which partisan motivations influence the
survey responses that respondents give to policy items.
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