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Based on interview data, survey data and international research visits and
the employment of comparative research approach, this project has uncovered how Japanese teachers
think about gifted learners and their education, and what kind of skills teachers need learn to
achieve this. As a big difference with many European countries, there is little intentional training

on gifted education in Japan and also a socio-cultural tendency to avoid giving special attention
to gifted and their individual needs. However, upon investigating teachers’ thinking more closely,
their attitudes towards talent development are quite positive and if there is heightened awareness
of learning needs, it is possible to plan and teach in a way that is beneficial for the gifted
learners. Gifted education needs to be made a pertinent theme in teacher education from the start as
currently, the teachers cannot develop neither sufficient awareness of the aforementioned needs nor
relevant professional skills.
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Figure 1. Goal, main areas of inquiry and sub-questions.
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