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A Study of Teachers® Instructional Methods for Encouraging Students® Discussion
in Controversial Issues
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This study focused on (1) “ Socratic Seminar” and (2) “ Self-Evaluation of

Discussion” with regard to teachers” instructional methods for encouraging students® discussion in
controversial issues. The study also clarified the relationship between the introduction of (1) and
(2) in the classroom and the cognitive change of teachers and students. The results suggest that
while the introduction of (1) and (2) increases the possibility of student-centered discussions in
classes dealing with controversial issues, it is not enough for teachers to simply introduce (1) and

(2), and that it is important for teachers to share the significance and purpose of these methods
and for teachers to facilitate better discussions.
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