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Design of Ultra-low excitation intensity photon upconversion system toward
theranostics
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Triplet-triplet annihilation-based photon upconversion (TTA-UC) from visible

(Vis) light to ultraviolet (UV) light has attracted attention to biological applications, such as
theranostics. In this study, we developed new thermally activated delayed fluorescence (TADF)
molecules as triplet photosensitizers exhibiting efficient intersystem crossing processes without
heavy metal atoms. Furthermore, we succeeded in synthesizing high quantum yields UV emission
annihilators suppressed excimer formation and showed long triplet lifetimes. We achieved the highly
efficient blue-to-UV upconversion of 20% in THF solutions under weak excitation intensity such as
sunlight level. The triplet photosensitizer was also modified to extend the excitation wavelength,
and the green-to-UV upconversion reached the maximum upconversion efficiency of 10%. These new
design strategies for Vis-to-UV upconversion materials will provide a realization for theranostics
based on TTA-UC system.

— TADF



B X C—19, F—19—1, Z2—19 (@)

1. AREBHETOES

=BE—=FEHRCEITAN - PyvTI2IN->3> (TTA-UC) (&, a1 (Vis) hB5RIME
(UV, A < 400 nm) ZERIEEIHRE THRNCERK T DENTIRETHD. KIREMEV 2 KIEH
IRNF—2BEFAIIMIT TR NAAAA=SIITRENA ADEFADIGEINERCHATTENTL
%, PTH. TTA-UC S AT LET—S MEEMERESERTELLS T, EMEAEEZ R (CREE(CIS UC
35 J)2T4IZAORIENEIEFIN TV, CNETOFRRD Vis-to-UV (F. DAL EEREEEA PR —-
THe T -BEGEMHAGEERE Y (TADF) HDF&=FIEERF|ILLTHWSIET. RAME 100%H
20%%BZ 2=\ UC IEMERIN TS, UNU. HKICEBERADIA-S D ROKBBHLAILDEL
SRV AEEEZ T, UC R 10%ICTBEET BRENTETTULRL, Ffz. PPO *° TIPS-Nph (T
RIJEINZMEERD UV BXT77ET9-53F (K 1) (F. ZZBEEFGHIMEVRPRERTEIIFST—*%
RN S Bl EN TR EBBIHETORN A RIEDREN DD, BV AEE LBV THIIRN R
Vis-to-UV ZiERK I BCENREETHIz. LA EDORBRIRENS, TTA-UC BDFIATAICE I IAT4
DA% RIRSHBZHCE EHRBHEODRVERBENI)-DDBRERCBVTHEVIRE L EE TR
HICEREN 9D UC D FEEDRFBEN AT R THolz,

2. ROBEHN

AEAFETIE, S5V R [CHVTERNRYICEHEENSERINNEAD TTA-UC ZRIEERRED)-
R=EIRERRFICRINFEN D FERFEIBIET, ENSZRAVDKBMEF HF(CLS TTA-UC BF>
AT LCEIESIATAIAD B ORBZENEU.

3. MROSEE

AAFRTRERED)-R=FIRIER[KIE U TEZEHRISE TADF ZFICEBL. &MeER UC =&EIA
BREIDNET FEEITOE. BEPBRELIIRN(CINING 2L EHIER TADF 99F BBCz-SB 1
BBCz-Y ZEABELLT. BRFThHd Br R F2E AU BBCz-SB-Br & BBCz-Y-Br # =S IAIER,
BELTHRICBEFEUE (K1) . £ RERCHBVTE UV BB TORLEHEHTE 2D, eaLBIR
BREAURTICTI-DF Al £ A2 ZFRIGRETUERILIZ. B0 UC HREMZBUVT. B&RRI(IC
B33 Vis-to-UV 7vTI>N\—> 3> OtaERFHMEULR .

4. FHITAHRE o S
THF $(C5UL\ T, BBCz-SB & BBCz-SB-Br IsC 1

FFRRETHD 445 nm ZPENCRR =~ S T TET Tl/‘r'

L. 20 ps M EOEL=EEEHERUL, f s

BBCz-SB DIEMIRRZUNZEROgc (F 17% LK Exutatlon UC emission

hofe. —5T. ERF%EALRL BBCz-SB-

Br (FZE LSV 89%%RU. ZIEMA UC A Sensitizer Annihilator So

BSNBENHRIEF TSR, 7O T9-9F Al ~

& A2 (F 10 mM EVSEIRE THF FI(CHL) } Tﬁ

TH 380 nm ZE—-0E93 UV BEHEHEDRIS o

Nfz. TIPS-Nph ERIHEC. AL & A2 ($ 60% OO O

ZHBRDEmVENEFINERZRUL, EBIC, BBCz- SB (R=H) >—)s.\—<

B TH3FTIILIIHULTEBVERE - BBCz-SB-Br (R = Br)

BuzB AUICEICETIFSN—HERHMINH] TIPS-Nph
SN, Al & A2 (FERERICBVTE UV 5BIZ T }S. }s.
BRI BTN BN AT,
= 5 1 189 R 1 0D YR HE 5 5 B b (C B D¢ Q
||

Stern-Vlomer #4170\, BBCz-SB-Br H*

BRI TH-FAO=EBIXINE—I5E) BBCZY (R "

MR ZEHUTZ, PPO 2 TIPS-Nph (X BBCz-Y-Br (R = Br)

@“&DTET X 96% LU LB WMETH 2. Al &

A2 (FEBVBIREOE A (LS TH T RIzER 1 ZER—ZERHBRIBCED TN -7y
PAERTUE T8 Drer (HECRHTUED TAON—23 AT TRV UC DFEE.

Tet, 83% LBV IR F —RhEZHEFLU T,

BBCz-SB-Br ¢ &7t TH—3FED THF B(CHVT 445 nm OFEL-HF-ERVTIIEE IS,
360-380 nm fHhifzE—0¢E93 UV 7y N—Sa>FenEsN: (K 2a) . BIBECEDIEZ0
UC IREEHITZE. ETOTITTI-DFEDRT 20%%BZ2mMER UC $hEREERLE (K
2b) . —7. BBCz-SB ZFHVWERTHEHFRR UC FBHARINUAESNIEN. 2D UC 3RS 2%I2E



THole. COTELD. F(CRAFELE

BBCz-SB-Br #' Vis-to-UV ®77y g 371 nm 378 nm

TIN-S3CHLTENRZE 361 nm 381 nm S

BRI T BT EMBEB NN o

fzo UC OMEBEEHEICEWNT, LEL ! OO

BN BECERR/ 55 Th 0 Lok

3o b%b\ﬁbty‘zﬁﬁr(JT”th@— <<

DFO=FBIEFHRVFEER

3. PPO 1> TIPS- Nph D=EIES OO ) PR

mEENEN 1.8 msE4.3 msT 350 350 400 450 500

&»h. BBCz-SB-Br tDRICHITBL Wavelength (nm)

SV ERE[ 1-4 mw CI’T\_2 b 100 ‘ P 100 . "

&RU. RO BIEERACOM | | - masimew| | e

HEDCLRREL LOEMETH S | cmess £ e

Sle. UNUBHS, RAELTEVE 5 | e RV

HREBLAINORIELEE (1.4 E o et e § B .l:..§ L

mW cm? at 445+5 nm) T S | gt ¥ SEEEY B

UC $hRIFFRAMLINTHSSY 10% or R e | oplte. L TEERT |
107 10 lO lO lO 10 10 10° 10° 10° 10" 10° 10° 10" 10

*’ﬁ(“ 3537—'—° ;(jb_c Al t A2 D Excitation intensity (mW cm®) Excitation intensity (mW cm™?)

=BREHEITNTN 258 MS & 2 (a) THF HICHIFS BBCz-SB-Br D UC FEHARY
18.5 ms LEAEICRWMBZRICE N, fipi2if&:445 nm. (b) BBCz-SB (%) & BBCz-
HDIT. COR, BBCZ-SB-Br  SB-Br (1) L&T7IETI—HFEDRIBIB UC FHE.
EDRICHBIFBLEVRIEEERE 1

mW cm™ ZENCFES 0.1 mW cm? BERUZ. COZEUURVWLEWIIEESREOSMNS T, 20
UC R KBLARIIOIEIEEE TRAEENTED 20%FTELIESEILCHHTHRINUIZ, S5IC
FIERZRVCE(C, TTA B —FBIERREO 7T I—- 3 FHEMENZMHER f B, PPO (& 30%72
E(CHUT. TIPS-Nph [CHIZT AL, A2 (JIBFRPEFR THD 40% 2 BRI D ENDON Iz, TD-DFT 5tEE
NTO ETBICEDVT, 775U VBRI —FIRIRAE S, LR c = SBIRIRAE T, LR THIARIRZE
HECTVWSRIREMENRIZEN T, INICLHOTHW ABHELTED. REED UC HERDRFETHS 40%
ZHBZ 27T -3 FOEEHEHNERFCES,

BT, EIBEADIA— S )
FPAEARE B ZE eI ”E
X0, SRR THIEOIAER =58
IEIERNE BBCz-Y-Br BRIFELI,
BBCz-Y D®sc 1 64% LS
WHt. BBCz-Y-Br (& 96% T&HH
100%(CEVIFE(CHEMEZRU o * BBCav-er TSN
o —BHEHIRXIF-EMNHS. 30 30 400 430 500 550 600 Ciot 100 10' 10 100 10" 1% 10f
BBCz-Y-Br (% TIPS_Nph == Wavelength (nm) Excitation intensity (mW cm?)
IBIXRIE-BENITRTENBIEELRC 3 (@) THF R(IH1F5 BBCz-Y-Br / TIPS-Nph @ UC ¥
ERDIoE. LHULEHS. BBCzY  JEARTBIL. Mhiii&:532 nm. (b) BBCz-Y (&) ¢
&bt BBCz-Y-Br O=ZIEHHH BBCz-Y-Br (ffi) D TIPS-Nph EDRICHITE UC Zh=K,

520V, TIPS- Nph /\GD(DTET(I 55%&{Khofz. — /. BBCz-Y OD(DTET (£ 95%¢LEWMBEZRUZ,.

BBCz-Y-Br & TIPS-Nph #ZE&a /e THF BRICTLT UC BIEZ T, 532 nm OfkEL—H
—TRIESE2EEIMETHS 375 nm ZE—DET3 UC FEAEHEDRISN. 2D anti-stokes shift (&
0.98 eV THNLVERERENSSNE (K 3a) . 205K UC 2R 10%THN. Green-to-UV
OFYTAVN=2IUCHNTHFRTHIH T 10%(CEESEZECHINLE (K 3b) . BBCz-Y & TIPS-
Nph O T(&, UC BIZRIEHIMNIEL 9.7% THD. BBCz—Y Br OEBAIMEN RSNz, BBCZ-Y-Br &
TIPS-Nph OZROUEVEEFEE(E 190 mW cm™ EBWMENEBNIZ, —AT BBCz-Y Tl 70
mW cm™? HERWMBENESN T, 2N, Br{bUIZZET BBCz-Y-Br OIRSEAZEN BBCZ-Y LD/ N\&<Hh:
2THD. Fle. Oge (FMELEULEBODO e NMEDIRE(CROIEEH THD. CORZTRUEVEIRE N EEDE
8. KBLAILOFIERYEEE (1.5 mW cm™ at 532+5 nm) T(E UC $h1ZN 1%FKE THd. UL
BAS, REXRT(E D FRIEEBENNEV D, ZBIEHFMENREVTEIRNICZEBIRIF -
A EIEEL RN, BBCz-Y-Br Z AWV FHEMR TIEE W UC $IREEINMEVUEVVEIEE Y@ E N HAE T
%,

100
BBCz-Y-Br / TIPS-Nph 1sun at 532 nm
375 nm

o I

Y.

168000 mW cm2

t

0.864 mW cm2

UC efficiency (%)
-
L}

Aex =532 nm

UCPL intensity (arb. unit)




103

2023

Development of heavy metal-free visible-to-UV photon upconversion films driven under atmospheric conditions
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