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Risk Perception in Long-term Evacuees of Futaba Town, Fukushima: A
Cross-Sectional Study Reveals Greater Concerns Outside the Prefecture, 12 Years

after the Accident.

Xiao, Xu
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Twelve years after the Fukushima nuclear accident, anxiety about nuclear
radiation persists among evacuees in Futaba town. As the only town with government functions
relocated outside Fukushima Prefecture, more residents have evacuated outside the prefecture.
Although various factors affect risk perception, the impact of evacuation destination remains
unknown. In 2022, a survey was conducted among 404 evacuees aged > 18 years, revealing significant
relationships between evacuation destination and risk perception of genetic effects in the next
generation (OR = 1.92, 95%CI: 1.15-3.20) and health effects of radiation (OR = 1.76, 95%CI: 1.10-2.
84), which were higher among those who had evacuated outside Fukushima. These findings emphasize the

importance of evacuation destination choice and information access for evacuees”™ risk perception.
Enhanced education efforts are necessary to help evacuees not only in Fukushima but also throughout

Japan.
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Family Registration and Taxation Division, Futaba Town Office, Futaba-gun, Fukushima

Prefecture. Evacuation status (as of August 31, 2023). https://www.town.fukushima-

futaba.lg.jp/10592.htm (5 June 2024, date last accessed).
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