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Comprehensive Research Concerning Western Textual Scholarship: Towards a
Critical Reception into the Humanities in Japan
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This research project concerning Western textual scholarship was carried
out by a team consisting of fifteen scholars representing various fields, such as German, English,
and Japanese literature, Japanese history, Western Classics, etc., aiming at a future critical
reception into the humanities in Japan. Besides reading many papers inside and outside Japan and
publishing many articles in Japanese, English and German, we organized international conferences,
including the workshop “ Reception and Development of Philology in Japan” and the symposium “
Theories and Practices of Western Textual Scholarship” respectively at Saitama University and Keio
University in March 2015, and the conference “ Textual Studies, Canonical Texts and Liberal Arts
Education in Modern Japan” at Saitama University in October 2015. Moreover we collaboratively wrote

and published the book “ What is a Text? : An Introduction to Textual Scholarship” as the
culmination of our joint research.
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