Q)]
2011 2015

Novel Approach for Treatment of Glomeruloclerosis

ICHIKAWA, Tekuni

36,200,000

Kidney diseases are major national health problems. Various causes including
nephritis and diabetes leads to injury in “ podocytes” in the kidney, which leads to loss of the whole
kidney function. Damage in a subpopulation of podocytes secondarily propagates injury to the neighboring
podocytes. In this project, we have established a mouse model in which injury to a fraction of the
podocyte population can be induced, analyzed how the podocyte injury spreads and identified several key
molecules potentially involved in the propagation of injury. It is expected that drugs targeting these
molecules would forestall the progression of kidney diseases.
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