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Comparative Studies on Environmental Exploitation in Tropical Highlands
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Tropical mountains and highlands are mostly located in the zone between 20°
South and 20° North approximately. In Southeast Asia and eastern India, tropical climates extend
north to near 30° latitude. Vegetational zonation is extremely variable in tropical mountain areas.
In tropical highlands, there is very little seasonal fluctuation in temperature, but the daily
temperature fluctuation is markedly greater than in mid-latitude mountains. The daily temperature
extremes produce a large of freeze-thaw days in tropical highlands. Major highland areas with
permanent human poEUIation are mostly in the tropical zone. Examﬁles discussed in this study were
the Andes,. the Ethiopian highland, the eastern Himalayas, and the Mexican highland, although the
Tibettan plateau is located in the temperate zone, this region also supports sizable and permanent
human population. In different tropical highlands, many similar adaptive strategies can be found.
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