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This research project discusses how minority people endure difficulties and
clarifies the local modalities of coexistence in Pacific Islands. The minorities are, in varying degrees,
deprived of some rights in the modern world. The various kinds of differences, however, have rarely led
to exclusion in the Pacific. A comparison of the Western and Pacific Island notions of personhood reveals
that the former, characterized by sharp and constant boundaries, is inflexible, while the latter is
characterized by variations and ambiguity, which allows a person to simultaneously belong to multiple
categories. Through the reiterative practices of social exchanges and inter-marriages, the boundaries
between categories have continued to blur, and therefore, the Pacific Islanders’ 1dea of personhood has
gained an elastic character. It is this vagueness in categories that prevents the exclusion of the
minorities and enables the coexistence of the various categories of people in the Pacific societies
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