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Formation of Tibetan Buddhist Scholastic System with Special Reference to Tibet"s
Relation with Kashmir and Other Neighboring Countries
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From the end of the tenth century up to the twelfth century, Tibetans revived
Buddhist tradition by reintroducing it through their neighboring countries such as the Northeast India,
Nepal, Kashmir, and Central Asia. Under the influences of these neighbors, Tibetans built a new
scholastic system in their own monasteries during this period, which has survived until today. The
historical circumstances as well as the process of the formation of this Tibetan scholastic system have
been investigated on the grounds of historical materials in Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese. As a result,
we _have indicated several examples of the transmission of Mahayana Buddhist teachings to Tibet from these
neighboring countries. In particular, handwritten Tibetan manuscripts which were newly discovered served
to clarify the process of the translation and transmission of Madhyamaka thought by the cooperation of
Indian masters of Kashmir with Tibetan translators.
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