(®)
2011 2013

A Colloquial Corpus of Japanese Sign Language: The Growth of Linguistic Awareness be
tween Deaf and Hearing

Bono, Mayumi

14,700,000 4,410,000

The purpose of this project was to increase awareness of sign language as a distin
ctive language in Japan. This corpus is beneficial not only to linguistic research but also to hearing-imp
aired and deaf individuals, as it helps them to recognize and respect their linguistic differences and com
munication styles. This is the first large-scale JSL corpus developed for both academic and public use. We

collected data in three ways: interviews gfor introductory purposes only), dialogues, and lexical elicita
tion. We focused particularly on data collected during a dialogue to discuss the application of conversat
ion analysis (CA% to signed dialogues and signed conversations. Our annotation scheme was designed not onl
y to elucidate theoretical issues related to grammar and linguistics but also to clarify pragmatic and int
eractional phenomena related to the use of JSL.
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