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Studies on maps collected by Philipp Franz Balthasar von Siebold - Japanese-Dutch ac
ademic exchange through early modern maps-
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As a consequence of comparative analysis of three catalogs about Sielbold Collecti
on in Leiden University Library, there are 69 maps that were collected during his first visit to Japan. We
tried to compare these maps to slimier maps in Japan in order to make clear characteristics of the collec
tion. As a result, 22 hand-copied Kuni-ezu that were made before Genroku period. In addition, it became cl
ear that maps used to belong to Daimyo. Furthermore, Siebold got Ezo-zu from Mogami Tokunai. One Ezo-zu ha
d needle holes. Several editions of published maps includes that not exist anymore in Japan.
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Ser.215 Kok"-riu-kou tsiu no siu

narabi ni ten-do
This is a copy of the Karafuto Island maps

prepared by Rinzo Mamiya; it is based on



his two land survey trips conducted in 1808.

It is believed to have been presented by
Tokunai Mogami to Siebold during the
latter’ s obligatory visit to Edo. The map
is considered to be a copy because of the
line marks made with a spatula along the
meridians, parallels, and contours, and
there are needle holesobserved every 3-5
mm along the coastlines and river mouths.
This map was listed in volume VII of
by Siebold in Table XXV.

“ Kok®"-riu-kou tsiu no siu narabi ni

“ Nippon”
ten-do,” originally owned by the old
Wakayama Domain, is now included in the
Northern Studies Collection of Hokkaido
University Library; a copy is owned by
Ashida Bunko of Meiji University Library.
Neither of them not have spatula marks or

needle holes. (Atsushi Onodera)
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Ser.220 Kai-sei Nippon yo-tsi ro-tei

zen-dzu

This map was published by Sekisui Nagakubo
in 1779. It was created on a scale of
approximately 1/1,296,000, where 1 sun
(approx. 3 cm) represents 10 ri (approx.
40 km), with parallels and lines to
indicate direction. Siebold described
this map as a useful tool for historical
and topographical research, referring to
it as the model for Japanese maps made in
late 18th century. OF the eight pieces of
Kai-sei Nippon yo-tsi ro-tei zen-dzu owned
by Leiden University, three have the seal
of Siebold. The one published in the spring
of 1779 includes the Dutch description of
the Kuroshio Current running along the 1zu
Islands, in addition to location names
labeled in red Roman letters in the regions
centered around Nagasaki. The other two
versions were published in 1811; one has
needle holes and the other has a note that
indicates it originated from the Blomhoff
Collection. An 1811 version is owned by the
Gifu Prefectural Library; it also has the
seal of Siebold and a stamp indicating that
the map was obtained from Blomhoff.
(Atsushi Onodera)
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Ser.232 Ohosaka no kawa-gutsi yori
Nagasaki made no sen-ro

Though the map appears folded today, it is
originally thought to have been rolled.
There is a description in the initial
section which reads “ 217 ri by ship from
the river mouth of Osaka to Nagasaki.”
This is a hand-drawn chart of the Seto
Inland Sea consisting of the main route
shown as a thick red line, with distances
labeled in black ink and other coastal
routes shown as thin red lines. Most of the
location names are labeled in Chinese
characters with black 1ink and are
accompanied by katakana readings and Dutch
labels in red ink. The thick red line
starts at the Nakanoshima in the mouth of
the Aji River in Osaka, progresses through
the Seto Inland Sea westward, passes
Shimonoseki, Ogura and Hiradoseto, and
reaches which s

finally Dejima,

designated as “ Tsukishima.” Based on
this information, the red line is supposed
to represent the route through the Seto
Inland Sea taken by heads of the Dutch
trading house when they visited Edo.

(Atsushi Onodera)
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